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Notification of the First Office Action 

1 . 0 The SIPO conducts substantive examination on the application upon request of the applicant 

according to the provision of Article 35 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ The SIPO has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35 paragraph 2 
of the Patent Law. 

2. 0 The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in AU on Aug. 08, 2003 , filed in on , 

filed in on , filed in on , 

filed in on , filed in on , 

0 The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the 
priority application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

3 . □ After examination, the amended documents submitted on do not comply with Rule 5 1 
paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law, and thus cannot be accepted. 

4. Examination as to substance was directed to: 
0 the initial application documents as filed. 

□ the documents filed on the date of submitting the divisional application. 

□ the documents as specified below: 

5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

0 This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

0 Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action (the reference number(s) will be 



used throughout the examination procedure): 



No. 


Number(s) orTitle(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


CN1184390A 


Jun. 10, 1996 





















6. Conclusions of the Action: 



□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 17 of the Implementing Regulations. 
□ 

□ On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 2 paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

0 Claim(s) l^J does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent 
Law. 



0 Claim(s) 3j_4 does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 of 
the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 19 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 21 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 22 of the Implementing Regulations. 
□ 

□ The application does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 5 of the Patent Law or Rule 26 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ The application does not comply with Article 20 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ The divisional application does/do not comply with Rule 43 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 
Regulations. 

Please refer to the text portion of the Office Action for details. 

7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

□ The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

0 The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit 
sufficient reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 
months counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the 
time limit is not met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) Any amendments to the application may not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in 
the initial description and claims, as prescribed by Article 33 of the Patent Law, and should be 
made as required by the Notification, as prescribed by Rule 51 paragraph 3 of the Implementing 
Regulations. 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed 
over to the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to 
the Reception Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in 
the Patent Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 1 pages and the following attachments: 

□ 0 cited reference(s), totaling 0 pages. 
□ 

Examiner: Zhang Jiakai ' Patent Seal of the Examination 

Telephone No.: Examination Department 

Examination Dept. Cooperation 
Centre of 



210401 For application in written form, the corresponding documents shall be sent to: the Receiving Division of the Patent 
Office of SIPO, 6 Xi Tu Cheng Lu, Haidian, Beijing, 100088 

2010.2 For application in electronic form, the corresponding documents shall be submitted in the form of electronic 
documents through the electronic patent application system. The corresponding documents submitted in other form than 
electronic documents shall be deemed not to have been submitted unless otherwise provided. 
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Text Portion of the Notification of the First Office Action 
Chinese Application for Invention No. : 200910132550.8 

Text Portion of the Notification of the First Office Action 

This notification will cite the following reference document: 

1 . Reference 1 : CN11 84390A, which was published on June 1 0, 1 998. 

Claims 1 and 2 do not possess novelty as required by Article 22.2 of the CPL, 
and Claims 3 and 4 do not possess inventiveness as required by Article 22.3 of the 
CPL. 

Claim 1 seeks to protect a method of providing a marker in a data timeframe. 
Reference 1 discloses a method for marking an end of packet in an Ethernet packet 
(equivalent to a lower-level concept of "providing a marker"), and specifically discloses 
the following technical features (see page 5, paragraph 3, and page 14, the last 
paragraph-page 15, paragraph 2 of the description; and Fig. 8(b)): packet switching 
equipment 14 is capable of routing high-speed packets to each distribution port based on 
the destination address (MAC layer) inside each packet; thus those skilled in the art can 
learn that since the "packet" is located in the MAC layer (a sublayer of the data link layer), 
it is actually a kind of frame (in the computer network, a frame is a general term of 
datagram in the data link layer), and its voltage changes in discrete steps with time, and 
is therefore equivalent to a lower level concept of "data time frame" in Claim 1 ; Fig. 8(b) 
illustrates standard Ethernet three-level Manchester coding; the end (equivalent to a 
lower level concept of "a particular point") of packet (equivalent to "a data sequence") is 
indicated by remaining high for two bit periods, followed by zero voltage (equivalent to a 
lower level concept of "encoding data bits to provide states"); the end of packet is 
marked by enforcing the voltage return to zero (equivalent to "a marker"); those skilled in 
the art know that "remaining high for two bit periods, followed by zero voltage" is an 
illegal state combination for Manchester coding. It follows that, Reference 1 has 
disclosed all the technical features of Claim 1. Moreover, the technical solution disclosed 
by Reference 1 and the technical solution as claimed in Claim 1 both pertain to the same 
technical field of data encoding, solve the same technical problem of marking a particular 
location, and can produce the same technical effect. Therefore, the technical solution as 
claimed in Claim 1 does not possess novelty. 

Claim 2 is a dependent claim of Claim 1. Its additional technical feature has been 
disclosed by Reference 1 (see page 5, paragraph 3, and page 14, the last 



Y/R:21609CN-DIVMP:NY 
O/R: IIE090669 



Y/R:21609CN-DIV MP:NY 
0/R: IIE090669 

paragraph-page 15, paragraph 2 of the description; and Fig. 8(b)) as follows: the 
encoding is Manchester coding. Therefore, when Claim 1 referred to does not possess 
novelty, Claim 2 does not possess novelty, either. 

Claim 3 is a dependent claim of Claim 1. Its additional technical feature is a 
distinguishing technical feature that Claim 3 differs from Reference 1. However, the 
above distinguishing technical feature is common technical means in the art for the 
following reasons: a dc balance is a fine attribute of the Manchester coding, and it is 
merely a customary design for those skilled in the art to continue to maintain the fine 
attribute after adding markers of the illegal combination, whose effect can also be 
anticipated by those skilled in the art. It follows that, it's obvious for those skilled in the art 
to obtain the technical solution as claimed in Claim 3 on the basis of Reference 1 in 
combination with the above common technical means. Therefore, when Claim 1 referred 
to does not possess novelty, Claim 3 does not possess inventiveness. 

Claim 4 is a dependent claim of Claim 2. In Reference 1 (see page 5, paragraph 3, 
and page 14, the last paragraph-page 15, paragraph 2 of the description; and Fig. 8(b)), 
the end of packet is indicated by remaining high for two bit periods (equivalent to "ON, 
ON"), followed by zero voltage. Although Reference 1 does not disclose the state starting 
with OFF, OFF, both ON, ON and OFF, OFF are illegal states in the Manchester coding. 
In the case where Reference 1 has disclosed starting with ON, ON, starting with OFF, 
OFF is merely a customary design for those skilled in the art. Therefore, when Claim 2 
referred to does not possess novelty, dependent Claim 4 does not possess 
inventiveness. 

Due to the reasons above, all the independent claims and their dependent claims of 
the present application lack novelty or inventiveness. Meanwhile, the description does 
not recite any other patentable substantive content. Therefore, even if the applicant 
recombines and/or further defines the claims in accordance with the description, the 
present application still has no prospects to be granted a patent right. If the applicant fails 
to present sufficient reasons why the present application possesses novelty and 
inventiveness within the time limit as specified in this notification, the present 
application will be rejected . 

The examiner: Zhang Jiakai 
Code: 194123 
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